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the Turkish artillery, though they fired more ammunition
than they have done since our big attacks some months
ago, have never fired more wildly and their fire did
practically no damage and did not hinder either the capture
of the trenches or the consolidation of them afterwards
is sufficient evidence of the success achieved."

Armed with this I went over to Helles and discussed it fully
with General Davies and Brigadier-General Street. Admiral
Wemyss then forwarded the following telegram (662) to the
Admiralty:

" I3th December, 1915.

On completion of evacuation of Suvla and Anzac a most
serious situation will present itself at Helles.

The whole of Helles zone is exposed to artillery fire from
the Asiatic shore and from the north of Achi Baba. The
intensity of this fire is likely to be more than doubled on
account of the number of guns released from the northern
zone and the influx of ammunition and heavy howitzers
from Germany may cause it to become so severe as to
force the Army to evacuate.

The Helles position even with the addition of heavy
artillery will be untenable unless the Army is in possession
of Achi Baba ; the capture of this position appears to me
essential if we are to retain our footing on the Peninsula.
I consider the decision must be made at once and acted
on without loss of time, and if possible before the Turks
can move their artillery from Armc and Suvla.

A policy of holding on to our present position at Helles
and waiting until spring for offensive action will be suicidal
for the Army. Better to evacuate that position immediately
than to suffer a second and more decisive reverse by
procrastinating.

The capture of Achi Baba position does not seem beyond
our powers.

The G.O.C. 8th Corps attributes the capture of trenches
on 15th November, with insignificant loss, to a great extent
to the support afforded by the naval squadron consisting
of one specially protected cruiser and three monitors, who,
after careful registration, used indirect fire without the